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Why are Guide Dog pups born in a home environment?

One of the main considerations is that the puppies will be less likely to come into contact with infection, such as kennel cough. Other important factors are:

· They will have more individual attention than could possibly be given in kennels where they may be only one litter of three or four.

· They will become accustomed, from an early age, to all the usual household noises: vacuums, washing machines, the coming and going of cars, tradesmen, the barking of other dogs, and people moving in and out of the kennel space.

· Pups bred in the training centres rarely, if ever, see a man (kennel staff being almost entirely female) and will be strictly segregated from other dogs. All this will give them a preview of their coming life in a puppy walker's home and they will settle more easily.

As they grow older they will have visitors and will be handled and socialised much more than is possible in kennels. This will increase their confidence and they will be less afraid of the new, because they will have been encouraged to become adventurous and to explore as far as the garden.

Who is trusted to have brood bitches?

It is, of course, helpful if the person selected is an experienced breeder, but everyone has to start somewhere and great help is always given from the training centre to first-time breeders. Experience is valuable, but personality is more so. The ideal brood bitch holder' (BBH) is a balanced, resourceful, calm and, above all, a caring person: one who is fit and active and is prepared for some very hard work. It is a great advantage if there is at least one other person in the household who can help. Somejobs are much more easily accomplished, and are less traumatic for the pups, if done by two people.

The facilities

It is important to have the right environment that should, ideally, be within a 40 mile radius of the training centre. The essential requirement is a place where the bitch can be quiet and private before the pups are born and for the first two weeks of their lives. It must be inviolate, and the bitch must know that it is hers and hers alone.Later the pups need space too. It is necessary to have a covered run or play place near, but not part of the nesting box, and later, an outside run where they can safely be left for a while with their toys. Later, under your supervision - and this is where at least two people are essential - they can be encouraged to explore your garden.It is important that the temperature of the kennel and the surrounding space can be controlled and kept at a constant 70 0F at the time of the birth and for the early days of the pups' lives. This can be done most easily with an infra-red lamp, but it must be used with caution and checked often to make sure that it is not too hot.

The bitch

A bitch in whelp is special and she should be made to feel so, but there is no need to pamper her, and for the first five weeks of her pregnancy she can lead a normal life. She will be wormed before the birth, and she will also be scanned at the training centre. Now that this system is so accurate, it has taken away the guesswork as to whether or not the bitch is indeed in whelp, and also gives a pretty accurate picture of how many pups there will be.

In the fifth week of her pregnancy, give the bitch gentler exercise, shorter walks away from areas where she might encounter boisterous dogs and check that she does not jump, for instance in and out of high openings into cars. It is important at this time that the other house dogs do not play roughly with her. In the fifth week of the pregnancy divide the bitch's food into two meals, without increasing the quantity, so that it is easier for her to digest it. It is most important that she does not become too fat, which could make the birth difficult for her. At this stage bonemeal is added to her meat and this continues for two or three weeks after the pups are weaned. She also has halibut liver oil capsules three times a week.

During the last week of the pregnancy let the bitch sleep in the whelping bed and keep all other dogs from invading her privacy. Check her regularly for any change and give her alot of tender, loving care.

Preparation for the birth

Two or three days before the birth the whole kennel and the wash house which adjoins it are thoroughly cleaned and disinfected from ceiling to floor. All the equipment that maybe needed is checked and, most importantly, the vet is notified that the birth is imminent.

List of equipment:

 Infra-red lamp

 Room thermometer

 Body thermometer

 Glucose

 Towels

 Newspapers

 Savlon

 Scales

 Notebook and pencil

 Scissors

 Sterile silk or cotton

 Brush ,and comb

 Carton

 Hot water bottles

 Clean bucket

 Syringe

 Bedding

 Supply of cleaning up paper

The birth

The first signs that the bitch is about to whelp are restlessness and pantings. She will go naturally to the whelping bed. Give her plenty of newspapers to tear up and make a bed, keep in constant touch with her and watch for the first birth. It is important to take her temperature, which will fall from 101.5 0F to around 98 0F just before she starts to whelp. Each pup is born in a sac. The experienced bitch will deal with this but a maiden bitch may need some help in extracting the pup. When the membrane has been broken and it is certain that the pup's airways are clear and it can breathe, give it back at once to the bitch to sever the umbilical cord and to stimulate the pup by licking it. Only then should you remove the pup to weigh it, check its sex and look for any possible imperfections, record its time of birth and any distinguishing colourings. It is necessary to allow the bitch outside to urinate between births, but stay with her in case she drops another pup. To prevent the possibility of her developing skin problems from the amniotic fluid, wash her down under her tail and the feathering on her legs, at intervals during the birth. Feed the bitch only liquids whilst she is whelping; glucose and milk is a good sustainer. Solids would be dangerous should there be any complications and she need surgery.

Should any complications occur the first thing to remember is that one is NOT a vet. If there are any problems, or even worries, the vet who was notified earlier is the man to deal with them. One complication which might arise is a pup which will not suck. Often this is one born at the end of the litter, and unless there is a cleft palate or a hare-lip, the pup may simply be too weak to bother. If it cannot be induced to suckle after it has been tempted with a little bitch's milk on a finger, then it must be hand-fed until it gains enough strength to feed itself. I find that this is best done with a hypodermic syringe - with the needle removed, of course. It is a very slow process needing patience and perseverance. It is most important not to put the pup in a stressful condition as this could set up a reaction against all food. By feeding little and often, frequently putting the pup back with the bitch and another pup, one usually wins in the end. It may well be that the pup does not attain the same strength as its siblings and it may need to be fed alone for some time. It is important to stay with the bitch until one is sure that all the pups are born; even so one should not be surprised if, the following morning, there are eight when there were only seven when you finally went wearily to bed. It does happen.If the litter is more than three or four it is advisable to have a supplementary bed. A large carton with bedding and hot water bottles will keep the pups warm whilst another is being born, and prevent any being stepped on by the bitch. Change the pups fairly frequently so that they may suckle and snuggle with their mother. This bed is also useful if the litter is large: it allows the pups to be divided into big ones and smaller ones and to be fed in two sessions by the bitch. It is important to keep a close check on the progress of each pup. The differences become apparent very soon, but if it is hard to distinguish one from another a lipstick is a useful tool. Mark each pup with one blob on a different part of the anatomy: shoulder, buttock, side, left and right, head and tail. This usually gives plenty of places for the whole litter and one pup of each sex can be left unmarked. It is necessary to have a chart of the marking somewhere in the kennel where it can easily be read and quickly referred to. The marks do need to be renewed frequently and they are not much use on a black dog. In this case clip out a bit of hair instead of using a lipstick, but this is not quite so easy to spot. When the pups are marked it is a great help when weighing and worming them.

The first six weeks of the pup’s life

The First Week

Once the birth is over and the bitch has settled with her pups there is little to be done other than to keep them warm and quiet and undisturbed, and to check that all the pups are feeding well. Check the bitch daily to make sure she has no obnoxious discharge. It is quite normal for bitches' motions to be loose and very dark for some days after the birth, due to the afterbirths she has eaten. At this stage she may be very possessive of the pups and will not welcome visitors, and she will be very hungry. It has been said that you cannot over-feed a lactating bitch. At this time she should have six meals a day -three containing meat and three milky ones. This is a wonderful time for bitches, especially greedy Labradors - they can cat almost as much as they want.

The pups must be carefully watched to see that no one pup is missing out on milk from the mother; also to check if any pups, even at this early stage, are becoming dominant.

On the third day of the week the vet comes to remove the dew claws from the pups, checking both front and back paws. He will also give the bitch a thorough examination. Whilst the vet is re~oving the dew claws it is imperative that some-one takes the bitch out of earshot so that she does not hear the slight squeaks of pups and become distraught.

The Second Week

This is much rite same as the first week. The bitch is still cleaning up the pups and the BBH begins to wonder why she found the last litter she whelped such hard work. She will soon find out! By now the pups are becoming individuals and are acquiring nicknames. They need to be weighed each week and records kept so that anyone falling behind can easily be sported. At about ten days their eyes will begin to open, but they will not focus clearly for some time. The pups will now begin to crawl about the bed and the stronger ones may begin to use their back legs.

Towards the end of the second week, and thereafter until the pups are walking normally, check for 'swimmers'. These are pups who fail to use their back legs and haul themselves along on their bellies using only their front legs. Check that there is nothing wrong with the back legs and then give all the help you can by placing a hand on the pup's bottom and gently pushing it on to its rear legs. Usually this condition does not persist. The competition for food helps to cure it, but if it does not, then ask the vet to check the pup.

The Third Week

This is the time when the pups' individuality becomes evident, and it is also the time when the pups are handled and encouraged to be sociable. They will now respond when talked to and will enjoy being brushed and cuddled.

Weaning starts, so it is a natural time for the pups to be handled as they will need cleaning up after feeding. It is wise to start weaning by feeding each pup separately so that one can watch their progress. Use whelping and put a little - about a tablespoonful - in a saucer which must be held or the pup will tip it up. I have found that the easiest way to administer these first feeds is by kneeling on the floor with the pup - its back to me, between my knees. This way it cannot back off from the saucer. I smear a little milk on the pup 5 mouth and gently hold its head down towards the saucer. Until this moment the pup has been fed with its head back and it is an entirely new notion to eat head downwards. Some pups lap at once, others take much longer and with these one needs patience. I that it sometimes help to make lapping noises one-self, though I do not know why; perhaps it is simply that one feels one is doing something constructive! The main things are patience and perseverance. Take great care to ensure that the pups are not put under any stress, and if any one is tin-happy stop and try again later. The alternative to weaning on puppy milk is to give very finely scrapped meat, beef preferably, and certainly not pork.

This is a time when the pups weight must be carefully monitored and they should, of course, still be feeding from their mother. Weaning is a gradual process that will continue for about a week, by the end of which time the pups are fed during the day and suckled by the bitch during the night.

As the pups take food other than bitch's milk the mother will be less inclined to clean up their messes. This is the time to start the 'busy' training. One end of the whelping bed is given over to the lavatory and filled with a thick wad of old newspapers on to which each pup as it awakens is placed and told in a gentle but firm voice 'BUSY'. Of course it doesn't work at once except by sheer accident, and when that happens seize upon the good fortune and praise the pup inordinately. Praise of good habits is the basis of puppy training. Fortunately one is working with nature in this regard as the instinct of most animals is not to foul the nest.

There again, patience and persistence are needed, but time spent now will be well rewarded later, and it is important to establish a routine. When the pup wakens it will want to urinate and possibly defecate, so put it quickly on to the paper, saying 'busy and praising it when it does what comes naturally. It is surprising how soon the job and the place in which to do it are linked in the pup's understanding.

The Fourth Week

By this time the pups are active, alert and fascinating. They need plenty of space to play and should he encouraged to do so. They need plenty of toys and one of the best things to give them is a supply of cardboard cartons, making absolutely sure that there are no harmful metal staples in them. In these the pups will make dens, they will play at houses, and even try to see how many of them can get into one box at a time, They will strive for possession of one and defend it against all comers. They can chew on them when cutting their teeth and when they are older they can push them about. As soon as the cartons are messy they can be replaced. Other toys can include old woollen socks knotted in the middle to make them different from good socks owned by the family. Old rags or towels make good objects for a ring of war. No nylon socks or stockings are ever given for two reasons: firstly, the pop could bite through it and swallow some nylon and, secondly, the women of the house to which the pup eventually goes could stiffer should a pup find any tights lying about. If a ball is given it must he a very big and hard one which cannot be chewed up or lodge in the pup's mouth. The best thing is a hard rubber ring, which is completely safe.

It is now, when play starts in earnest, that one must watch out for any aggression. Usually there is at least one pup who is dominant and wants to rule the roost. Without in any way undermining his confidence or hers (it is just as frequently a female as a male) come down hard on any bullying or fighting, then comfort the victim and distract the aggressor by giving him/her something else to play with. Also watch that there is no immediate re-offending.

By this time the pups will be fully weaned and the bitch should be out of the kennel all day. She may come in to play with her pups but do not let her suckIe them. The pups can play with the other house dogs. The bitch's milk should dry up now and she should be checked carefullv for any hardening of the teats and possible mastitis. From this time onwards look at the puppies' claws, which will have grown like little needles and could be dangerous during play. They can he Cut with a good pair of nail clippers or a pair of rounded surgical scissors. As the pups move about more and more on hard surfaces the claws will wear down naturally. Now is the time to start worming the pups. It is imperative that the pups are clearly marked and easily identified so that one does not finish the operation either with one extra worm tablet or one unwormed pup. A good way to give the first worming is to crush the tablet between two spoons to a fine powder and wrap this with a little meat mixed with the pup's dinner. Again, feed each pup separately from a saucer and make sure that those who have been wormed arc separated from the others.

The Fifth Week

By now the pups are very active and the brood hitch holder begins to realise that an active litter of pups can be hard work. They need to have their horizons broadened. Visitors can be allowed to entertain them, but do insist that they disinfect their hands before handling the pups. Outside dogs should not be allowed near the pups who are, by now, thoroughly accustomed to the household dogs, arc not intimidated by them and play happily with them either in their run or in the larger confines of the garden, where, of course, they must be supervised.

Whenever the pups go to their lavatory someone should go with them. They are used to the wads of newspaper which they have had in the kennel and will go to them most of the time. The lavatory is put down by a door - always the same door - if the pups are inside. This will teach them to go to the door when they need to go out. When the pups are in their outside run, always put the papers in the same place, preferably in a comer out of the way of the main playing area. If one is consistent in this early house-training and lavish in one's praise when the pups respond, it will be a great help to the puppy walker who has one of your pups. The other useful lesson which can be continued at this stage is to get the pups to come when you call. Start this lesson as soon as the pups can run about easily. They naturally come for food so the first step is to call in a light encouraging voice - 'come' - before they are fed. When there is no food as a bait and you want to get them back into burl, clap your hands to get their attention and call pup ... pup ... pup in a voice suggesting that what you have is more exciting than what they are doing. Once this early training has started persist in it so that the response to the word come and the clapping of hands is absolutely automatic and is rewarded with praise.

The Sixth Week

This is very similar to the fifth week but more so. The pups are bigger, more energetic, awake and playing a large part of the time. They must have a great deal of attention if they are to develop their full potential. They really do need one to one handling at six weeks, During this week, at the exact ten-day interval from the initial dose, the pups must all be wormed again.

This week is the hardest for the brood bitch holder. As the pups become stronger and more confident, the play may become rougher, so a constant watch must be kept and attention diverted into more peaceful pursuits. They are much more adventurous and need a lot of watching. The pups are fed five times a day at three-to four-hour intervals: three milk meals and two meat-based ones. Each meal -except the light milk meal in the afternoon - takes about one hour from start to finish; if the pups are very playful sometimes even longer.

Departure of the pups

On the final day of the sixth week, when the pups leave, they are at their most attractive - healthy, lively, confident animals. Even though the brood bitch holder is very tired, there is a sadness in the house. Friends say, 'Oh, aren't you going to miss them?' and I say, 'Yes, terribly'. But it is an ambiguous reply. It will be lovely to stay in bed at least until eight o'clock and not to drop off to sleep whenever one sits down. And the mother is not too unhappy to see them go because she knows that now she will be rewarded with long walks during the day and peace in her own bed again at night. Caring for brood bitches at home
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It is now, when play starts in earnest, that one must watch out for any aggression. Usually there is at least one pup who is dominant and wants to rule the roost. Without in any way undermining his confidence or hers (it is just as frequently a female as a male) come down hard on any bullying or fighting, then comfort the victim and distract the aggressor by giving him/her something else to play with. Also watch that there is no immediate re-offending.

By this time the pups will be fully weaned and the bitch should be out of the kennel all day. She may come in to play with her pups but do not let her suckIe them. The pups can play with the other house dogs. The bitch's milk should dry up now and she should be checked carefullv for any hardening of the teats and possible mastitis. From this time onwards look at the puppies' claws, which will have grown like little needles and could be dangerous during play. They can he Cut with a good pair of nail clippers or a pair of rounded surgical scissors. As the pups move about more and more on hard surfaces the claws will wear down naturally. Now is the time to start worming the pups. It is imperative that the pups are clearly marked and easily identified so that one does not finish the operation either with one extra worm tablet or one unwormed pup. A good way to give the first worming is to crush the tablet between two spoons to a fine powder and wrap this with a little meat mixed with the pup's dinner. Again, feed each pup separately from a saucer and make sure that those who have been wormed arc separated from the others.

The Fifth Week

By now the pups are very active and the brood hitch holder begins to realise that an active litter of pups can be hard work. They need to have their horizons broadened. Visitors can be allowed to entertain them, but do insist that they disinfect their hands before handling the pups. Outside dogs should not be allowed near the pups who are, by now, thoroughly accustomed to the household dogs, arc not intimidated by them and play happily with them either in their run or in the larger confines of the garden, where, of course, they must be supervised.

Whenever the pups go to their lavatory someone should go with them. They are used to the wads of newspaper which they have had in the kennel and will go to them most of the time. The lavatory is put down by a door - always the same door - if the pups are inside. This will teach them to go to the door when they need to go out. When the pups are in their outside run, always put the papers in the same place, preferably in a comer out of the way of the main playing area. If one is consistent in this early house-training and lavish in one's praise when the pups respond, it will be a great help to the puppy walker who has one of your pups. The other useful lesson which can be continued at this stage is to get the pups to come when you call. Start this lesson as soon as the pups can run about easily. They naturally come for food so the first step is to call in a light encouraging voice - 'come' - before they are fed. When there is no food as a bait and you want to get them back into burl, clap your hands to get their attention and call pup ... pup ... pup in a voice suggesting that what you have is more exciting than what they are doing. Once this early training has started persist in it so that the response to the word come and the clapping of hands is absolutely automatic and is rewarded with praise.

The Sixth Week

This is very similar to the fifth week but more so. The pups are bigger, more energetic, awake and playing a large part of the time. They must have a great deal of attention if they are to develop their full potential. They really do need one to one handling at six weeks, During this week, at the exact ten-day interval from the initial dose, the pups must all be wormed again.

This week is the hardest for the brood bitch holder. As the pups become stronger and more confident, the play may become rougher, so a constant watch must be kept and attention diverted into more peaceful pursuits. They are much more adventurous and need a lot of watching. The pups are fed five times a day at three-to four-hour intervals: three milk meals and two meat-based ones. Each meal -except the light milk meal in the afternoon - takes about one hour from start to finish; if the pups are very playful sometimes even longer.

Departure of the pups

On the final day of the sixth week, when the pups leave, they are at their most attractive - healthy, lively, confident animals. Even though the brood bitch holder is very tired, there is a sadness in the house. Friends say, 'Oh, aren't you going to miss them?' and I say, 'Yes, terribly'. But it is an ambiguous reply. It will be lovely to stay in bed at least until eight o'clock and not to drop off to sleep whenever one sits down. And the mother is not too unhappy to see them go because she knows that now she will be rewarded with long walks during the day and peace in her own bed again at night.

