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80 Years of Support: toolkit introduction
The UK’s first four guide dog partnerships qualified on October 6th 1931 in Wallasey on the Wirral. The 80th anniversary of this milestone falls in this year’s Guide Dogs Week (October 1 – 9), Guide Dogs’ annual fundraising and awareness week. 
The theme for Guide Dogs Week 2011 will be ’80 years of support’ with a call to action of ‘Go for 80’; making it the culmination of the 80th anniversary celebrations. That doesn’t mean we can’t speak and write proudly about our anniversary year before then and this toolkit will help you do that.
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80 Years of Support: key messages

When you’re talking about the 80th anniversary in the run-up to Guide Dogs Week, the most important message to remember is:

· The UK’s first four guide dog partnerships qualified on October 6, 1931, in Wallasey on the Wirral. The anniversary of this historic event falls in Guide Dogs Week (October 1 – 9), when we are celebrating the 80 years of support given and received by guide dogs.

Our general Guide Dogs Week key messages, which can be used before and during the week, are:

· The UK’s first guide dog partnerships qualified 80 years. Since then your support has helped us transform the lives of thousands of blind and partially sighted people.

· 180,000 blind and partially sighted people never leave home alone. Guide Dogs is working to change this and we will not rest until blind and partially sighted people can enjoy the same freedom of movement as everyone else.

· It costs £5 per day to support each working guide dog partnership. The guide dog service receives no government funding and depends entirely on public support.
· Guide Dogs has over 10,000 amazing volunteers who save us an estimated £28 million per year by giving us their time.

· Your contribution will make all the difference. Visit www.guidedogs.org.uk to discover how you can ‘Go for 80’ during Guide Dogs Week.

80 Years of Support: facts and figures

When you’re talking or writing about the 80th anniversary, you can include the following facts and figures to add colour:

· The UK’s first guide dog partnerships qualified on October 6, 1931, in Wallasey on the Wirral. 

· The first four guide dogs in the UK were German Shepherds. Allen Caldwell was partnered with Flash, G W Lamb with Meta, Musgrave Frankland with Judy and Thomas Ap Rhys with Folly.
· By the end of 2010, Guide Dogs had created 29,022 guide dog partnerships.

· The average age of a new guide dog owner in 2010 was 49.

· Guide Dogs has provided Vision Support Services for more than 15,000 blind and partially sighted people.

· Guide Dogs holds the Guinness World Record for the largest number of guide dogs successfully trained.

· There are 380,000 registered blind and partially sighted people in the UK, but an estimated two million people have a visual impairment.
· Guide Dogs is responsible for around 8,000 dogs: over 300 that breed the next generation of guide dogs, 1,100 in puppy walking, 550 dogs in training at any one time, 4,500 working in partnership with a visually impaired person and 1,500 enjoying their retirement.
· Since 1987, when our legacy records began, Guide Dogs has received 38,526 gifts in wills (correct April 2011). Gifts have ranged from £50 to more than £4.6million and haven’t always come from people. Guide Dogs has received gifts upon the death of dogs and even an iguana.
80 Years of Support: promotion guide

We can all help promote the 80th anniversary, a small effort from everyone will make a big difference overall. You’ll find some handy hints and tips below to get you started.

· Include the following paragraph in any press release or communication you send out this year:

The UK’s first four guide dog partnerships qualified on October 6, 1931, in Wallasey on the Wirral. The anniversary of this historic event falls in Guide Dogs Week (October 1 – 9), when we are celebrating the 80 years of support given and received by Guide Dogs.

· Become a news hound. Email James.Kell@guidedogs.org.uk if you know someone at Guide Dogs who would make a good 80th anniversary case study. Perhaps you know a guide dog owner who is celebrating their 80th birthday, a volunteer who has reached a milestone or a staff member with a great tale to tell. We’ll use these stories externally to get press coverage and internally to inspire staff and volunteers.

· Get in touch with your local newspaper and tell them about our anniversary, amazing history and exciting future. If you know a client in the area who can vouch for our work and is happy to be interviewed then put them forward for an interview.  If you’re holding a fundraising or volunteering event this year you can use the 80th anniversary as an extra hook to get the media interested. You can get a media list for your area by contacting James.Kell@guidedogs.org.uk and the Communications Team are also on hand if you need more advice.

· If you’re out and about meeting people, make sure you let them know what a special year this is. If they’d like to find out more information or be involved in the celebrations, they should visit www.guidedogs.org.uk , which will be updated regularly between now and Guide Dogs Week.
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