Notice of Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the seventy-fifth Annual General Meeting of the Members of The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association will be held at Hillfields, Burghfield Common, Reading, Berkshire, RG7 3YG on Tuesday 13 July 2010 at 3pm for the following purposes:
Item 1

To receive the Report of the Council and audited Financial Statements for the year ended 
31 December 2009.
Item 2

(ii)
To re-elect each of the following Members of the Council in accordance with Articles 4.2 and 4.3 (see over):
(a)
Bruce Gordon
(b)
John Hilbourne

(c)
Rowena Lusty
(d)
Ken McFarlane
(e)
Alan Park
(ii)
 
To elect Martyn Smith as a Member of the Council (see over).  
In accordance with Article 4.7.1, Mr Smith is nominated by the Council to fill a vacancy.
Note: No other proposal of any person for election to Council has been received by 42 clear days before the meeting as required by Article 4.5.2.
Item 3

To re-appoint Horwath Clark Whitehill LLP as Auditors and to authorise the Council to fix their remuneration.

By order of the Council

Jill Farrar 
Association Secretary
18 May 2010
Note: A Member entitled to attend and vote at the meeting may appoint another person as his/her proxy to attend and speak and vote at the meeting.  A proxy need not also be a Member of the Association.  To be valid the instrument appointing a proxy must be lodged at the Association’s Registered Office not less than two business days before the meeting.

Brief biographical details

Trustees seeking re-election

Bruce Gordon ACA
Bruce Gordon joined Council in 1997.  He has been Honorary Treasurer since 1998 and is Chairman of the Investment Committee and currently serves on the Audit and Remuneration Committees and the Reward Task Force.  He is also a Director of The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association (Trading Company) Limited and GDBA (Pension Fund Trustee) Limited.  

Until 2008, Bruce was a senior audit partner with Deloitte & Touche LLP and was a member of the Board of Partners and Partner in charge of the Southern Region.  Bruce’s clients included a number of FTSE 100 companies as well as some of Deloitte’s largest global clients.  Bruce now runs Thames Valley Capital Limited which advises a venture capital fund and several high growth companies.  Prior to Deloitte, Bruce was a partner with Arthur Andersen, where he managed the UK Regional Practice.

Bruce is also Chairman, and a founder, of the Honorary Treasurers’ Forum, a charity that promotes governance and education for Honorary Treasurers.

John Hilbourne JP, BSc, DSc, FRSA, HFRCSLT

John Hilbourne joined Council in 2005 and is Chairman of its Research Committee and holds the portfolio leads for Planning Performance and Quality and for Volunteering.  

John was educated at RNIB Worcester and read sociology at the London School of Economics, graduating in 1964.  He has taught in various universities, has been one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors for further and higher education and an Assistant Director of the Higher Education Quality Council (now the QAA).  Recently he has chaired reviews of university subjects including engineering, management, medicine and social work for the QAA.  He has been chairman of a Community Health Council and a member of a Health Authority and also a former Director of the Birmingham Royal National Institute for the Blind.  He has been Chairman of the Birmingham Vision Services Committee.
Now retired, John is Chairman of the Board of Governors for Queen Alexandra College for the Blind and a magistrate.  He is a guide dog owner, a Rotarian and is married with one daughter.  His interests include reading, music, walking and travel.
Rowena Lusty LLB, PGCE
Rowena Lusty joined Council in 2007 and currently serves on the Audit, Property, and National Client Representatives Committees and the Fundraising portfolio.  She has a particular interest in legacy funding. 

She is a qualified solicitor with over twenty years’ experience in various aspects of commercial property practice in London.  Whilst in practice she wrote articles for “Property Week”.  Subsequently she lectured in law at City University, London, attaining the position of Deputy Course Director. She is also a qualified primary school teacher.  Today she teaches property law part-time at Thames Valley University to a very ethnically mixed range of students and runs her own business as a notary public in west London. 

Rowena has been involved in other charitable and voluntary organisations. From 2003 – 2006 she was an elected trustee of the Covent Garden Area Trust which is a registered charity set up to conserve the historic architecture and environment in central Covent Garden. She has been a member of the Independent Monitoring Board at HMP Wormwood Scrubs, and since 2005 has volunteered as a steward during the summer at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in London.  

Ken McFarlane BA, FCA
Ken McFarlane joined Council in 2002 and currently serves on its Investment and Property Committees and is Chairman of GDBA (Pension Fund Trustee) Limited.  

Ken, a Chartered Accountant, is a partner and Vice Chairman of Deloitte LLP.  He advises a number of public companies on all forms of corporate transactions including mergers and acquisitions.  In addition, for many years he has advised H M Government on the tax matters affecting publicly-owned enterprises.

Alan Park FRICS, MCIOB, MBA
Alan Park joined Council in 2007.  He is Chairman of the Property Committee and currently serves on the Investment Committee.  

Alan is a Chartered Quantity Surveyor (FRICS) and a Chartered Builder (MCIOB) with a post- graduate MBA degree specialising in property, construction and finance.  Retiring after 15 years as Finance and Management Services Director of a plc architects’ practice, he owns and manages a project management and safety consultancy.

Alan has a long connection with Guide Dogs enjoying three re-homed dogs from the Association over the last 20 years.  He has also been active in the dog club movement, including participating as a class trainer working with beginner dogs and handlers.  Alan is married with two adult daughters and a son-in-law, and lives in Bristol.

Member seeking election

Martyn Smith has been proposed by the Nominations Committee and is recommended for election by the Council of Trustees.  Martyn’s brief biographical details are noted below.
Martyn Smith FCCA
Martyn Smith’s career started, on leaving school as a trainee and then buyer at an engineering group.  He then discovered an interest in finance through a HND Business Studies and switched to a traineeship with the same employer, going through a rotation of the accounting areas, whist studying part-time. Martyn then moved to Rothmans International, initially in management accounting, then the treasury area and then to financial development and control - which is still the main core of his working life.  He qualified as ACCA during this period.

After some ten years, Martyn joined Inchcape plc, the distribution group.  There he covered several international assignments and became Group Financial Controller, responsible for management reporting, statutory accounting and tax.  During this time he also undertook a part-time Masters in Finance at London Business School.  In 1999, Martyn became Finance Director for John Menzies plc, living in Edinburgh, and was heavily involved in a strategic change programme, moving the group into a focussed support services business.  After three years in the role, he moved back to London having been appointed Finance Director of Avis Europe plc, the car rental company.  He still hold this role, being responsible for the wider aspects of finance, including funding, City relations, audit, company secretarial and legal functions.

Martyn has been active through much of this period in a voluntary capacity with several charities and has been a Guide Dogs supporter for a number of years.

